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occasions of co-operation, the League of Nations Council had left it
to the Secretary-General to arrange with the Chinese Government
for seconding League Secretariat officials for temporary service in
China as advisers or liaison officers, and for sending special missions
of technical experts. In view of the larger scope which the Chinese
Government now evidently desired the co-operation to assume, the
Secretary-General now suggested, when the Chinese Government's
communication came before the Council on the 3rd July, 1933, that
the Council might see fit to set up a special committee for dealing
with the matter. This suggestion was approved by the Council; and
a committee—composed of the President of the Council, together
with the representatives of the United Kingdom, China, Czecho-
slovakia, France, Germany, Italy, Norway, and Spain—was ap-
pointed on the same day. The sequel to this action at Geneva will
be recorded in a later volume.
This fresh step in the co-operation between China and the League,
for the purpose of assisting the Chinese to put their own house in
order, was of good augury, as far as it went, as being a piece of
international action, in the field of Far Eastern affairs, which was
undoubtedly constructive in character. At a plenary meeting of the
League Assembly on the 29th September, 1933, the technical organ-
izations of the League were referred to, with warm approbation, by
the Chinese delegate, Dr. Wellington Koo, in connexion with the
Chinese Government's recent request to the Council.
It is the intention of my Government [he said] to continue this policy
of collaboration, so that China's stupendous task of internal reconstruc-
tion and economic development may be greatly hastened and facilitated
to the mutual benefit of herself and the rest of the World. But, im-
portant as its everyday activities are, the interest and attention of the
peoples of the World, in so far as the League of Nations is concerned,
are naturally centred upon the success or failure of its efforts in the
political sphere—in the promotion and maintenance of peace between
nations, which is, after all, its main purpose. Measured by this obliga-
tion, the year under review cannot but be considered as the most dis-
illusioning one for the League since its establishment.
In this disillusionment, China, victim of armed aggression from
another Member of the Leagurtn the Par East, shares with the keenest
feeling. It will be recalled that the initial act of an undeclared war
of conquest on the part of Japan took place in the night of the 18th.
September, 1931. Seventeen months after, the Assembly pronounced
its verdict in a report unanimously adopted on the 24th February, 1933.
That report gives a clear account of the situation and establishes beyond
doubt that, in the view of all the other Members of the League, Japan's
occupation of the Three Eastern Provinces was a violation of the
Covenant as well as of the Pact of Paris and the Nine-Power Treaty

